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' AWinning Streak
‘That Defies Odds

By ELIZABETH VENANT
TimeS STAFF w RIT!"R

& asquale Bencnau 5ays
’ I}he feels his winning
streak—a sensation
invades him in a physical
“rush.” Irene Benenati
thinks a potent force field of
magnetism might emanate
from her husband. - ‘
Whatever the mystical - LA
* mechanism, Benenati, a §3- . 7™
" year-old businessman from STORIES
Riverside, has been recog- . .
¢ nized by the California . ‘u A slice of life
State Lottery as the lucki- Q"‘”"f” n
est winner in the game’s . California
five-year history: His nu-
merous winnings add up to
"“more than $5.35 million.
In March, 1989, Benenati won a $5. 18 million
Lotto jackpot, selecting all six of the winning
numbers—at odds of 1 in 22.9 million. . .
On Nov. 2, he claimed five of the six winning
numbers and the bonus number, becoming the first
Please see WINNER, E9
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